Regional Reports 

2009 Summer Meeting – Grapevine, TX.
Adult Ed Report

So far this year we have had very little activity in the grant request department.  


MsEDA Adult camp with Pam Bancker and 3 other instructors was canceled due to lack of response.  They had been approved for the Vi Hopkins grant but had to decline.  The camp was scaled down to basically a clinic with 4 days of lessons with Bess Reineman as principal instructor and Evie Tumlin as second.  Participants were few but they liked the "format".   


ODS had an adult camp but I was not sent a report.  


$300 has been paid to BACH for a grant request from last year, for a March 2009 event.  


We have had one request from CTDS for a July 2009 event.


MSEDA is scheduled to have the USDF Adult Clinic in Miss at the Mid-South Dressage Academy in Hernando March 20 and 21 of 2010.


I would like to encourage anyone that has a camp or activity that is relevant to Adult Education in our region to please send me a report.


Respectfully submitted,   Evie Tumlin
Award Council Report Summer 2009

Early this year the committee was asked to look at way to reduce the budget.

We sent in recommendations to combine the Annual Banquet and Salute Gala with only  the top 2 award winners for each level and each award to receive their awards at the banquet, the pas de deux awards to be eliminated effective for the 2010 competition year due to lack of participation, effective for the 2010 competition year a $25 processing fee for rider awards, effective for the 2010 competition year the fee for horse performance certificates to be $35, and to make year end awards available only online for printing as savings would be over $5000 and greatly reduce staff time.


The Executive Board passed at their Spring Meeting to:

1. Eliminate the Pas de Deux award effective 10/1/09 due to low participation;

2. Effective 10/1/09, add the following equivalencies under the USDF Rider Performance Awards: FEI Pony Team Test and FEI Pony Individual Test = Second Level;

3. Effective 10/1/09, scores from restricted classes will count towards rider awards;

4. Replace the requirement approved at the 2008 convention regarding year-end award certificates with the requirement that, effective for 2009, year-end award certificates will be made available only online and award winners will print their certificates from the USDF web site at any time and in any quantity. MOTION CARRIED unanimously

5. Effective for the 2009 award year, scores earned at USEF Special Competitions will count towards USDF awards. These include FEI World Cup Finals, April 16-19, 2009 – Las Vegas; Collecting Gaits/USEF Dressage Festival of Champions, June 18-21, 2009 – Gladstone, NJ; NAJYRC, July 22-26, 2009 – Lexington, KY. 

I do know the Annual Banquet and the Salute Gala are combined this year and will be held on Friday, December 4, 2009. I also believe the request to raise the processing fee effective for the 2010 competition year for rider awards and horse performance certificated was approved but I could not confirm before writing this.

The Awards Council will continue to review and evaluate the entire USDF Awards program with the goal of establishing standards and guidelines to streamline and consolidate underused or under supported awards programs/divisions and on preparing guidelines for New Award Programs. The intent to be to ensure that the total Awards Program is relevant, current, cost effective and operates in accordance with our mission under the guidelines of each division.      Respectively Submitted,   Donna Meyer
Competitors

There have been no evaluations or complaints from any show since the last report. I was asked however to conduct a survey about Judges and TDs and I am in the process of asking everybody I meet about their views, since they want the report back by the 12th.
Submitted by Paul Kathen

FEI Jr/ YR Report

We had 9 FEI Juniors and 7 FEI Young Riders declare for the North American Junior/Young Rider Championships held in Lexington, Kentucky in 2009.  We were able to send a complete team of 4 Juniors and an almost full team of 3 Young Riders to the Championships in July to represent Region 9.


The declared riders were all busy this spring and summer trying to qualify at competitions as well as finish school and raise money to support the team.  We had very generous sponsors this year, the Houston Dressage Society, Paragon Stables, North Texas Equestrian Center, It’s All About the Horse, Topsider Farm, Canaan Ranch, Kathy Jones, Anna Burtell, HPF Designs, Sweet Gypsy Creations, Dana St. John Plette, Rick and Cindy Nommensen, Kevin and Inez Campbell, Karen Peacock, Rose Hollow  Tack, Beauty Indulgence, Yellow Rose Dressage, Charlotte’s Saddlery, Stewart and Joy Morris, Larry and Pam Garrett, Lauren and James Allen, Bridle Suite, The Horse of Course, Sarah McMurrey , and Equine Productions.  For a complete list of sponsors you may contact Inez Campbell.  
Topsider Farms generously donated the proceeds of a schooling show held at their facility in May to the JR/YR Fund.  Audrey Jones, Kathy Jones, Ben Winger, Cindy Nommensen, and Joan Darnell all volunteered their time to staff the show. 

 In June we held a luncheon, fashion show, freestyle demonstration and silent auction at Paragon Stables to help raise funds for the teams.  We were able to raise over $7,000 that day.  Thanks so much to the volunteers that demonstrated their freestyles: Faith Morris, Mary Kathryn Nommensen, Amanda Garrett, Anna Burtell, Claire Darnell and Barbie Piccinni.  A special thanks to Melany Lipar and Anna Burtell, our hosts for the day, for all the special preparations and efforts on behalf of the teams.


In July the teams traveled to Kentucky for the Championships.  Mary Kathryn Nommensen, Elizabeth Allen, Julia Handt and Kassidy Peacock represented the Junior team and Rachel Campbell, Faith Morris and John Mason represented the Young Rider team.  The Juniors finished in 7th place out of 9 teams competing and the Young Riders were 7th out of 7 teams.  We were also able to send Ben Winger, Amanda Kravitz, Julia Peacock and Ashley Deatherage as grooms for the teams.  These are up and coming Juniors who traveled to Kentucky on their own dime to help the teams and learn the ins and outs of an international competition.  While there were some issues within the ranks of the Region’s teams, to the rest of the world we presented ourselves well and I have heard praises of how the team was observed.  The riders all learned valuable lessons and are on the path to better riding and training.


Plans are already underway for next year.  I will be happy to continue as the FEI Junior/Young Rider Coordinator if you wish.  The folks at Paragon Stables have generously volunteered to help raise funds for sponsoring the teams for 2010.


Respectfully submitted,   Joan Darnell


Region 9 FEI Junior/Young Rider Coordinator

GMO Report

Worked on compliance for the Region9 GMO's from email that USDF sent to us.

Compliance is about 95% or more for our GMO's. Mostly our group responded and we got most of the reports to USDF.       Respectively,  Bruce Lawrie

Instructor/Trainers Report
The Board has many changes in place but this is all I can put in writing for now, and I quote Katherine L. Robertson, USDF Education Programs Senior Coordinator  “you can say that the faculty and examiners are evaluating the program to determine if modifications are needed.”

I do know that changes are coming and that I would like to be one of the First Regions to have the workshops.  I sent out a survey to see if we had enough interest to put on a workshop, pre-cert or certification and below you will see that we barely have enough to make it financially, eight is the usual and I had a waiting list for the one I hosted and ended with not enough participants.  Trying to put one on with only seven and no reserve will probably leave someone hosting the workshops in a financial bind.  

Sometimes when you have these courses advertised in the USDF Connection as workshops being held, you get out of Region Participants, so I do not know how many of those would apply for a spot.

Questions from Survey:

1         Are you interested in auditing Instructors Workshops? 10 Yes
2         Are you interested in an INTRODUCTORY LEVEL WORKSHOP open to everyone of every level? 4 yes 2 no
3         Are you interested in the more difficult Instructor/Trainer workshops? 7 yes
4         Would you like to be in a Pre-Certification?1 for 3-4th level 3 for 1-2nd level

5         Have you attended the Workshops and are now interested in being tested for Certification? 1 for 3-4 level  2 for 1-2 level

6 Are you certified and want to get a higher level certification? 1 yes

Marie Morgan has shown some interest in putting on a workshop as have a couple of others from the survey but we must have a covered arena to insure that the clinic can go on in inclement weather because people will be flying, driving with horses, hotels etc.


It seems like we do not put on any courses for Instructors but then you take a survey and you see that there is not enough support most the time.  I am hoping that with the new workshop changes that we will rekindle the interest but unfortunately I cannot send out a notice of the changes as of yet.  This has been going on for almost two years.


Respectfully Submitted,    Vera Muckleroy
Nominations Report: 

The following PM Delegates will represent Region 9 at the 2009 USDF National Convention in Austin, TX. 

Kathryn Kyle

Sarah Jane Martin

Sally Chionsini

Paul Kathen

Leslie Cummings

Evelyn Tumlin

Technical Delegate Report  
Summer Meeting 2009

Region 9 TD Coordinator

Sandra F Marx

  
Mission:  Review rule changes and send communications to Region 9 Technical Delegates of such rule changes.  Update the TD list for Omnibus.

 
Work with Council Chair and all Regional Coordinators to create budget in concert with USDF.  Participated in phone conference to update the TD check list.

Respectfully,   Sandra F Marx

Web Site Report for July 2009


The Region 9 web site has been redesigned and active since early this year. Feedback has been positive so far, and we continue to strive to offer the information people need, in as timely a manner as possible. 


Some interesting statistics: Since the end of January, 2009, we’ve had 7,815 unique visitors to the site. Site traffic has increased by roughly 50 unique visitors per month since January. In that same time period, the site has been visited approximately 23,241 times. The  five most visited pages on the site are: home, show calendar, instructors and trainers, GMO list, Region 9 judges/TDs.


Please feel free to contact Nicole if you have any questions/comments/concerns or suggestions which would help make our site better.

Title: Web site chair

Name: Nicole Landreneau

Address: 232 River Point Dr, Destrehan, LA 70047

Phone #: 985-725-1137

Email: nmiller@millermark.com or offcoursenews@hotmail.com
